Visiting Chajul
with Limitless Horizons Ixi




LIN\ITLESS .

H O R I Z O N S
Transforming a community through educatlon

Creating opportunities for the indigenous
youth, women, and families of Chajul,
Guatemala, to develop the academic and
professional skills needed to effect change in
their lives and community.




San Gaspar Chajul

Traditional indigenous community,
preserving Maya Ixil customs, culture,
and language

Nearly 6,000 feet elevation, isolated by
mountains

e

Corn-based agricultural economy
Tragic center of the Guatemalan Civil ot ¢
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Life in Chajul
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poverty defined as income
less than $2/day 5.6% of households have someone who
earns a salary in the formal economy

77% of first graders

have stunted growth,

suggesting extreme

malnutrition 67% have high risk
of food insecurity

Less than 11.5% of students in Chajul
graduate from middle school.
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In the department of Quiché, only 13% of
youth complete middle school, compared

to the national average of 33%.

Less than 3% of students graduate from high school;
it's less than 1.5% for girls.
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Background on Limitless Horizons Ixil

Celebrating ten years of success in Chajul
Official US 501(c)3 nonprofit and Guatemalan NGO
Staff combines local and international skills and knowledge

We focus on opening educational opportunities for Chajul’s youth, the

future leaders in their community




Major Accomplishments

Our Youth Development
Program annually provides
over 50 students with
scholarships and wrap-around

academic services.

In 2010 we founded Chajul’s
first public “bra ry’ Sa ber Sin In Guatemala, only 33% 80% of students in our

of students graduate from In Chajul, Youth Development Program
middle school. it'sonly 13%.  graduate from middle school.

Limites (Limitless Knowledge).
TOday’ |t serves 1’600 users In Chajul, less than 10% of the 60% of our youth

population goes to high school. go to high school.
with 5,000 titles.

Our Artisan Program

more than 50
women with opportunities to
earn a fair paycheck.
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Community Engagement Travel with LHI
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Hélp create needed jobs in Chajul! Your visit stimulaa the local eéﬁno,.,i.ﬁ-
and‘puts our families to work. "
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Community Engagement Travel with LHI
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What LHI Offers

panish, Ixil, and Quiché)

X

““Translation services (English, S
Extensive emergency and medical plans

An unforgettable and eye opening experience of a lifetime



Accommodation in Chajul
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Lunches prepared by local families (tra|

cooking practices)

Dinred in hotel kitchen b tralned ho.tel staff
) ns.and er special diets easywto accommodate
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Activities for Visitors

A range of educational iy
activities ‘

Cultural exchange activities

Community service work
opportunities



A Range of Educational Activities

Take in daily life in Chajul with local families
Study Ixil with an introductory language lesson

Hear from an ex-guerrilla about his experiences in the
Guatemalan Civil War

Experience class in a local middle school

Visit sacred sites and learn about Maya traditions with a local
guide

Learn about dress & weavings from local women.

Hike some of Guatemala’s most scenic trails



Cultural Exchange Activities

Experience real life in
Chajul by participating
in activities with
families in their homes,
learning firsthand about
customs, traditions, and

"My favorite aspect of the trip was
the overall feeling of community,
generosity,... and optimism by all

the people in Chajul—from the
locals to the people working at LHI.

...because although | changed their

lives, they changed mine even
more.”

-- Anaka Morris, Catlin Gabel, 2011




Activities with Families

Make and eat a typical lunch.
Tortillas, eggs, beans, and
traditional salsa
Boxbol, the Ixil region’s
most traditional food

Learn to weave.

Learn local about local
household customs: using a
mortar and pestle, carrying
water on your head,
firewood collecting
techniques, local dress and
more.




Activities with LHI Students

Field day

Games afternoon
Language exchange

Hike to a local waterfall
Arts and crafts afternoon
Library Party

Story Hour in the library

"Culture, language, history, education,
and amazing people!”

-- Lindsay Hayden, Educator Trip
Participant, 2012




Community Service Work
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Community Service Work Opportunities

Projects may include
cement-laying
construction
painting

training local staff and
teachers in your specialty

Learning activities or
lessons with local students




Reflections

A once in a lifetime experience that could
only be provided by an organization like LHI
who is professional, entrusted, entrenched

and respected in the community.”
-- Educator Trip Participant, 2012

“Being in the homes of people who want to
make a better life for themselves,
experiencing the cooking, being part of a
very much needed patio work project,
running centers for the children and
experiencing their excitement for learning
were highlights for me .”

--Lee, 2015 trip participant




Contact Us




